
Prayer Requests 

- For faith in God and 

trust in His control over 

everything. 

- For our team - may we 

be God's hand and feet 

to the Japanese and to 

each other! 

- For travel and 

logistics: luggage, health, 

apartment, car...(the list 

goes on and on) 

- That God would 

prepare people for me to 

reach out to and prepare 

me to reach out to them. 

 

Praise God... 

- for the wonderful 

support He has raised up 

for me here in Seattle! 

- for the continued 

encouragement and 

support I've received 

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 

Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” Isaiah 

6:8 

 

I have finally received my visa, bought a plane ticket, and 

am officially leaving!  Tomorrow!!  It may seem a little 

crazy and last-minute - probably because it is.  I only 

bought my ticket last Monday and received my Visa just a 

few days after.  Praise God that my Visa came in time for 

me to leave by the 22nd! 

 

It amazes me what a crazy journey this has been.  It was 

almost exactly 5 years ago I sat in a missionary compound 

in the middle-of-nowhere Guatemala, telling my 

teammates how I felt God was calling me to give up a 

longer period of my life to missions.  And now, here I am, 

just hours away from Japan.  I admit, I wasn't always 

sure of what was happening or if I even wanted to go.  But 

God is so faithful and this is all another reminder 

(certainly not the last) of how He is watching out for me. 

 

Wednesday, June 22 is my departure date out of 

Seattle.  My plane is at 1:30pm PST with a layover in 

Tokyo.  I'll be arriving in Hiroshima at 8pm Japan 

time.  My team leader's family, the Murrays, have 

graciously opened up their home for me to stay with them 

for the first several weeks while I figure out my life.  :) 

Chucking Bowls in Japan 



from people in 

Philly/East coast! 

- for getting me my Visa 

in time  

Donate and 

Support 

To support me financially 

you can give a one-time or 

a recurring tax-deductible 

donation to Pioneers online 

on their website.  I am 

account #111519.  For 

more details check out my 

blog.  Thank you for your 

support! 

Why am I 

destroying 

pottery? 

The meaning behind 

"Chucking Bowls" comes 

from Luke 11:33 "No one 

lights a lamp and puts it in 

a place where it will be 

hidden, or under a bowl. 

Instead he puts it on its 

stand, so that those who 

come in may see the 

light."  While I'm in Japan, 

I want to learn to live in a 

way where God's light can 

shine to those around me. 

 

You can also check out my 

blog here! 

 

 

 

Seattle! 
Since I've been in Seattle I have been attending the New 

Life fellowship at Seattle Community Church.  My family 

has been going here for a while, but I've never been in 

town long enough to get plugged in.  But this past May I 

had the opportunity to share with the congregation about 

Japan and my calling to go there on missions (somehow I 

forgot to mention this in my last newsletter...).  It was 

wonderful.  I was able to make so many new connections 

with different people who had a heart for Japan and 

missions, and I was incredibly encouraged by all those who 

came to talk to me in the following weeks about what I 

had shared.  
 

(One last hangout!  Sorry, didn’t include the boys… :P) 

Since then, the friends I have made have been a constant 

source of encouragement to me.  Few things lift me up like 

hearing that those around me are excited for me to go to 

Japan. 

So, thank you to all my new Seattle friends for the warm 

welcome into your community, for your many Since then, 

the friends I have made have been a constant promises of 

prayer, and all the fun times.  It has been such a blast and 

a blessing.   I really pray we can keep in touch and that 

hearing about God's work in Japan would strengthen and 

challenge you! 

 
 

http://www.pioneers.org/Give/GiveNow.aspx
http://chuckingbowls.wordpress.com/support-gods-work-in-japan/
http://chuckingbowls.wordpress.org/


Bittersweet 

Since I bought my plane ticket before I got word on my visa, I was a little nervous things 

wouldn't work out.  My team leader encouraged me that this just another part of stepping 

out in faith.  So I prayed for my visa, prayed for faith, and secretly planned what I would 

say to the consulate if I didn't hear by Monday...  You can imagine my elation when I got 

the call that my visa was ready.  I was literally jumping up and down and screaming.  It was 

really happening!  I was finally going! 

 

But now the reality is starting to sink in.  I'm leaving my home, my family, and a number of 

new but no less loved friends I have made here in Seattle.  It ocurred to me I won't really 

understand what I'm missing until I am sitting in front of a computer 10,000 miles away, 

experiencing weddings/holidays/birthdays through Facebook and Skype.  But let's face it: 

eventually the sparkle of missions and exploring a new country will dim, and I will find 

myself wishing I could communicate above the level of a 5-year-old and drink a 20-oz 

bottle of Diet Coke with that crazy cream cheese hot dog geniusness they have here in 

Seattle (Philly folk - click here).  

 

So this is my request to all of you, my supporters.  When I call/email/blog in complaint and 

loneliness, please remind me of how all this and more is worth it.  Remind me that God's 

kingdom is more glorious than anything we can ever give up here on this earth.  And remind 

me that, even when stuff and Japan just sucks, all this is not actually about the Japanese 

or me.  It's about God, and the fact that I love Him and would 

give up everything for Him.  For “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 

which a man found and covered up.  Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 

buys that field.” (Mt 13:44)  

 

So worth it.  

 
 

Sayounara America, konnichiwa Nihon-

koku 

(Good-bye America, hello Japan) 

 

Nervous?  Oh, yeah.  Scared?  Absolutely.  Excited? 

 

....words cannot describe.  

 

http://www.seriouseats.com/2009/10/hot-dog-of-the-week-seattle-style-cream-cheese.html


This sort of feels like the deep breath before plunge.  I'm strapped to the guy with the 

parachute, we're leaning out of a plane 10,000 feet in the air, and I am praying this guy 

prepped his parachute properly.  Because I no longer have any control.  It has all been 

taken out of my hands.  But luckily, I don't actually have to worry about a parachute 

partner who may or may not be up to par.  Because my parachute partner is God. 

 

He always folds his parachutes perfectly.  He always knows what to say to calm my fearful 

heart.  He never jumps out of the plane too soon or too late (though I may sometime often 

doubt his timing).  And I cannot tell you how excited I am for this ride.  So much in the 

next two years is filled with the unknown, and I would be lying if I said there weren't 

about 35 hundred things I fear.  But one thing I do know: God is here, right beside me, and 

I trust the work I do is for His glory.  

 

Itekimasu!!!! 

 

Prayer Cards 

I just recently mailed out prayer cards to 

everyone who's address I have - mostly 

people who have given financially for 

support.  If you'd like me to send you a 

prayer card too, please  send me your 

mailing address ASAP and I'll try to send 

that over before I leave. 

 

Please do stick me on your 

fridge/wall/desk/tackboard and pray for 

me.  And please let me know how I can be 

praying for you as well!   

 

 

 

 

 

30,000 Words 

A while back, a friend started a project 

where he took a picture every single day 

for an entire year in order to chronicle 

his first year in Philly, and I thought it 

would be cool to do something similar.  Of 

course, I am nowhere near that 

ambitious, but I think I could handle a 

month.  :) 

 

So, to chronicle my first month in Japan 

(and all the insanity that will no doubt 

ensue) I'll take a picture each day and 

post it up on my blog.  I'm not much a 

photographer myself, but we'll see how it 

goes...? 

http://www.abcb.com/ency/i/itekimas.htm

